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Thursday, August 09, 2007 
Cross Country Booster Club Meeting 8/8/07 Minutes
It was great to see such an outstanding turnout of parents at the meeting!  It really is all of us working together that help make the season turnout so well!  (Well, besides some really good running by the kids!)
The new coaches were introduced and they went over their plans for the season for training and for meets.  If anyone has thoughts or comments or needs to talk with Mr. Klingensmith he can be reached at (816) 260-3378.  They reported as of the current date we have 23 runners.  Mr. Klingensmith would like to purchase “bulk” Gatorade through the school to be used at the practices and would appreciate any donations that we might like to give for this use.  You can write your check or give good old cold cash straight to him for this purpose.

The Smithville Invitational Home meet will be held Tuesday, September 18th.  Since the coaches are both new and the board is new too we can use any and all help on this meet.  We need help with concession sales, t-shirt sales, timers, bus parkers, etc.  We know everyone wants to watch their own kids run so we’ll try and work everyone around so that you can do that.  If you didn’t sign up for something last night – please contact one of the board members or the coaches and let them know you are available.

Meet shirts will be sold at the meet and we will also be ordering different team shirts that the kids will wear throughout the season.  Last year parents also ordered the team shirts like the team so that we could wear them for all the meets.  Mr. Klingensmith will get the order information out so that we can order these and hopefully have them before the first meet.

We will be doing a fund raiser car wash on Saturday, August 18th at Hy-Vee on Barry Road.  The kids will have a Saturday run that morning and then carpool down for the car wash from 10-2.  We need for them to bring old towels, chamois, sponges, squeegees, and soap.  Anything you can have them bring will keep us from having to purchase these items – and then not make as much money.  The car wash is mandatory for all runners unless you’ve been cleared by the coaches not to be there.  

A parent contact information sheet was handed out.  If you did not get your sheet filled out – please do so as we will be emailing out information you may need for meets, etc.  Check your emails so that you don’t miss out on anything.
We passed out a meet schedule.  There is one meet listed on your district calendars that you got at registration that is not on your current meet schedule.  That is a meet in Richmond right before districts.  We may be dropping some other meet and replacing it with this Richmond meet as this is really beneficial to run this course since it is where districts will be held.  Watch for updates on this.

A pasta dinner schedule was passed around and we are pleased to say all dinners were taken so the kids should eat well.  For anyone who is new - the host will provide pasta, salad, bread and drinks (or any variation thereof) to the team and coaches two days before each home meet.  These are usually held at the host’s house at 6:00 PM unless otherwise noted.  The schedule for dinners will be posted on the website.

We will be needing water, Gatorade and bananas for each meet.  We will have more information on this as we get closer to our first meet.  We had water and Gatorade left over from last season and we will need to check out how much there is before we get this together.

Booster Club sign up forms were available and we are please so many of you got those filled out and turned in last night.  Again, we need the support – we aren’t going to ask you to do a bunch of stuff – just maybe a little bit once in awhile.

Our current booster club president is unable to fulfill his duties so if anyone would like to step up and volunteer please don’t hesitate to contact one of the coaches.  Again, it really isn’t time consuming.

The coaches told us that their “wish list” this season included a gas grill for cooking out at Saturday meets.  We are hoping to purchase this with funds from our fundraiser car wash.  There are (5) Saturday meets (if you include districts and State).  We will probably do hot dogs, hamburgers, etc. and have everyone help out with this.  This is always kind of nice for the kids.

The homecoming run was discussed.  Since homecoming will be played against Chillicothe we won’t be able to run that far.  So that the kids can participate in the parade and all the homecoming festivities we are going to push back our run until the October 12th football game with Benton.  For anyone who is not familiar with that school Benton is in St. Joseph.  We ran from St. Joseph last year and that seemed to work well.  Also since we won’t be competing with homecoming events we can come into the stadium closer to game time and “make more of an entrance”.  This would be good for the cross country program!  We will also have senior night that night where we will recognize our senior runners and they will actually be presenting the game ball that we’ve ran back from Benton to the coaches.  
Practice will be each day after school with roll call starting at 3:15.  All team members are expected to be there unless the parent or the team member has directly notified the coaches.  They will get a running schedule each week for the next week so that you know where your child should be for practice.  Practice should be done between 5:00 and 5:15 and your child should be picked up at the running location.
Ordering shoes (spikes) all alike was discussed as we can get them for $39.95.  Several people mentioned that runners had different foot issues so it was left that you can contact the coaches if you want to place an order.  Otherwise just make sure you get spikes before the first meet.
Please make sure you check the cross country website as meet results and important information are always being posted.  The website is: www.SmithvilleCrossCountry.com
Thanks again for all your help and support.
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